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Question: 

A man walks 4 km towards north in one hour and 3 km towards east  in the next hour. 

What is his average speed? 

Solution: 

By the definition, the formula for average speed looks like: 

𝑣𝑎𝑣𝑔 =
𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝐷𝑖𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒 𝐶𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑒𝑑

𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑇𝑖𝑚𝑒 𝑇𝑎𝑘𝑒𝑛
=

4𝑘𝑚 + 3𝑘𝑚

1ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑟 + 1ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑟
=

7𝑘𝑚

2ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑟
= 3.5

𝑘𝑚

ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑟
. 

Answer: 

𝑣𝑎𝑣𝑔 = 3.5
𝑘𝑚

ℎ𝑜𝑢𝑟
. 
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