
The grades of student on six examinations were 84, 91, 72, 68, 87, and 78. What is the arithmetic 

mean of the grades? a. 88 b. 60 c. 70 d. 80 

Solution 

The grades were 84 91 72 68 87 78 [Original data set]. 

The average of the data values in a data set is called mean. 

Arithmetic mean  =
𝑆𝑢𝑚 𝑜𝑓 𝑑𝑎𝑡𝑎 𝑣𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒𝑠

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑑𝑎𝑡𝑎 𝑣𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒𝑠
 . 

The arithmetic mean of the grades is 

84 + 91 + 72 + 68 + 87 + 78

6
= 80. 

Answer: d. 80. 
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