
 

 

#66447 Biology, Ecology 

How are scavengers, decomposers and detrivores different? 

Here's a link which has information elaborating the doubt. 

https://s14.postimg.org/bke27r36p/nnn.png 

 

Answer: 

Scavengers are detrital feeders (detritivores). They are specialized in carrion or other animal wastes. Bottom 
feeders like shrimp, crab or dung beetles are typical as are vultures. Along with that, they are also reducers. 
This is because they break detritus into smaller fragments to expose more surface to bacteria for decay. 
 
Decomposers are a special subset of detrital feeders, which breakdown organic compounds into inorganic 
forms outside their bodies, further absorbing elements needed for their nutrition. 
 
Detritivores survive by consuming detritus for their nutrient value. Typical representatives of this category: 
earthworms, termites, springtails and pillbugs1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer provided by http://www.AssignmentExpert.com/ 

                                                           
1 Decomposers and scavengers. Nature works, 2017. 
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